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OLD SAUK AND FOX BEADED 
GARTERS 


By M. R. Harrincton 


F ALL the hundreds of Indian 
woven bead garters in the Mu- 
(suai: seum of the American Indian, 
diets §=Heye Foundation, the oldest is 
probably a pair, represented in the accom- 
panying illustration, which formed part of 
the contents of a ‘‘war-bundle”’ collected 
from the Sauk and Fox Indians of Okla- 
homa. As the bird-quill belt described in 
another paper (this series, vol. x, no. 5) 


may be said to belong to the period before 
the Indians obtained the white man’s beads, 
this pair of garters may be regarded as 
representing the period immediately follow- 
ing, for the large blue and white beads of 
which they are composed are of the type 
brought among the Indians in the central 
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districts west of the Mississippi by the first 
white traders, usually called “pony traders” 
by the Indians because they brought their 
stocks of trade goods on pack-ponies. A 
little later, when smaller beads like those in 
present use were brought in, the “pony- 
trader beads” soon fell from favor in this 
district, and are seen only on the older 
pieces of Indian handiwork, although in the 
Northwest they seem to have lingered 
longer. } 
The garters referred to are decidedly th 
'worse for age and wear, but the more per- 
fect of the two still measures 2% in. wide by 
11 in. long, and was once undoubtedly 
longer. The two are made on a yellowish 
brown native yarn, probably buffalo-wool, 
which, unlike more modern bead garters, 
was woven out at the ends fully an inch 
beyond the beadwork, beyond which the 
yarn evidently hung loose as a fringe, in 
this respect resembling the recent specimens 
of this class. 

The design consists of three hourglass- 
shaped figures outlined with a double row 
of white beads on a blue ground, and con- 
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nected by two rows of white beads with a 
blue row between, extending down the cen- 
ter of the garter. 

The writer does not remember having 
seen any other example of solid beadwork 
belonging to this period, although we have in 
the collection a few woven buffalo-wool arm- 
bands, necklaces, and sashes, which show a 
few ‘“‘pony-trader beads” strung on the yarn 
and woven in so as to form a pattern. 
These are all from Sauk and Fox and Osage 
war-bundles. 

These garters and the bundle of which 
they formed a part are mentioned in the | 
writer’s book on ‘Sacred Bundles of the 
Sac and Fox Indians,” Anthr. Publ. Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Museum, vol. Iv,| 


no. 2, p. 201, Phila., 1914. 


AND MONOGRAPHS 


41 


\ 


No. 5: Note on the Archaeology of Chiriqui. 
By George Grant MacCurdy. Reprinted 
Neg Amer. Anithropol., Vol. 15, 1913, No. 4. 


No. 6: Petroglyphs of Saint Vincent, British 

West Indies. By Thomas Huckerby. Re- 

inted from Amer. Anthropol., Vol. 16, 1914. 
O.25°(50c. 

No. 7: Prehistoric Objects from a Shell-heap 
at Erin Bay, Trinidad. By J. Walter Fewkes. 
Reprinted from Amer, Anthropol., Vol. 16, 
1914, No.2. 50c. 

No. 8: Relations of Aboriginal Culture and En- 
vironment in the Lesser Antilles. By J. 
‘Walter Fewkes. Reprinted from Bull. Amer. 
Geogr. Soc., Vol. 46, 1914, No. 9, 50c. 

No. 9: Pottery from Certain Caves in Eastern 
Santo Domingo, West Indies. By Theodoor 
de Booy. Reprinted from Amer. Anthropol., 
Vol. 17, 1915, No. 1. 50c. 


Vol. 2 

No. 1: Exploration of a Munsee Cemetery near 
Montague, New Jersey. By George G. Heye 
and George H. Pepper. 1915. $1.00. 

No. 2: Engraved Celts from the Antilles. By 
J. Walter Fewkes. 1915. 50c. 

No. 3: Certain West Indian Superstitions Per- 
taining to Celts. By Theodoor de Booy. 
Reprinted from Journ. Amer. Folk-Lore, Vol. 
28, No. 107, 1915. 50c. 

No. 4: The Nanticoke Community of Dela- 
ware. By Frank G. Speck. 1915. $1.00. 

No. 5: Notes on the Archeology of Margarita 
Island, Venezuela. By Theodoor de Booy. 
1916. 50c. 

No. 6: Monolithic Axes and their Distribution 
in Ancient America. By Marshall H. Saville. 
1916. 50c. 


TTT 


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 


Vol. 3 


Physical Anthropology of the Lenape or Dela- 
wares, and of the Eastern Indians in Gen- 
eral. By AleS Hrdlicka. (Bur. of Amer. 
Ethnol., Bull, 62, 1916, with added title-page 
and cover.) $1.00. 


Vol. 4 

No. 1: The Technique of Porcupine-Quill Dec- 
oration among the North American Indians, 
By William C. Orchard. i916. $1.00. 

No. 2: Certain Archeological Investigations 
in Trinidad, British West Indies. By Theo- 
door de Booy. Reprinted from Amer. An- 
thropol., Vol. 19, 1917, No. 4. 50c. 

No. 3: The Nacoochee Mound in Georgia. By 
George G. Heye, F. W. Hodge, and George 
H. Pepper. 1918. $1.50. ; 


Vol. 5 


No. 1: A Letter of Pedro de Alvarado Relating 

to his Expedition to Ecuador [1534]. By 
Marshall H. Saville. 1917. 50c. 

No. 2: The Dieguefio Ceremony of the Death- 
Images. By E. H. Davis. 1919. 50c. 

No. 3: Certain Mounds in Haywood County, 
North Carolina. By George G. Heye. Re- 
printed from Holmes Anniversary Volume, 
1916. 1919. 50c. 

No. 4: Exploration of Aboriginal Sites at 
Throgs Neck and Clasons Point, New York 
City. By Alanson Skinner. 1919. $1.00. 


Address: 
MusEuUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN, HEYE — 
FOUNDATION, 
BroaDwAy AT 155TH St., 
New York City 


